
 

 

Financial Innovation Awards 

OVERVIEW 

Learn more at betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov 

The Financial Innovation Award recognizes active Financial Allies deploying innovative 
financing solutions that go beyond current market practices to increase efficiency. 

Successful applications will address: 

 Innovative products and deal structures that financed improvements to buildings’ or plants’ 
energy efficiency, water efficiency, and/or waste reduction. 

 Projects that realized significant savings using financial products or deal structures that are 
replicable in other buildings, industrial facilities, or real estate portfolios. 

 How the Financial Ally overcame one or more barriers to energy efficiency, water efficiency, 
and/or waste reduction. 

Criteria 
Award winners will be selected using the following criteria for the innovative product or service 
offered by the Financial Ally: 

 Directly enable energy efficiency, water efficiency, and/or waste reduction, in a new or 
innovative way that goes beyond standard market practices. 

 Focus on efficiency or waste reduction in marketing and/or value proposition. 

 Demonstrate scalable and replicable solutions that can be adopted by others.  

 Have a demonstrated track record of at least one (1) completed project. 

 Commit to develop a case study that describes the approach in detail (to be developed 
with DOE). 

Applications should be well-organized and clearly written. It is the responsibility of the applicant 
to articulate the ways the criteria are met. 

Eligibility Requirements 

 Any active Financial Ally may apply. 

 Awards are intended to recognize Financial Ally companies/organizations, not specific 
individuals. 

 Applications should feature projects and activities that occurred or were finalized between 
2023 and the present time. 

 Applications can only be submitted for implemented projects that occurred in U.S.- based 
buildings and plants.

https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/


 

  
 
 

Learn more at betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov 

Recognizing Award Winners 

Winning submissions will be featured on the Better Buildings & Better Plants Solution Center. 

Winning applicants will also be recognized at the 2026 Better Buildings & Better Plants Summit, 
as well as during other potential recognition opportunities throughout the year. 

 

To Apply 
Click here to access the Financial Innovation Award application. 

 

https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/FinancialInnovation-Application.docx
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