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The Better Buildings & Better Plants Initiative is a voluntary market leadership program for
businesses, manufacturers, hospitals, cities, states, universities, and school districts to partner
with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to achieve energy and cost savings, reduce
waste, and share proven solutions. Partners showcase both the strategies they implement
and the results they achieve, helping to spur billions of dollars in new investments and savings
across buildings and plants.

Stimulating Growth and Capturing Savings

The U.S. spends more than $800 billion each year to power buildings, plants, and homes," and
together, the U.S. industrial and buildings sectors consume 70% of the nation’s energy.?
Optimizing energy use is an immediate strategy to reduce demand on our electric grid, help
American businesses lower operational costs, improve industrial productivity, and free up
resources to invest in innovation and growth. Through the Initiative, partners have demonstrated
that energy savings of 20-30% or more are achievable through a mix of innovative, practical,
and cost-effective measures.

AL LA __OVERALLRESULTS TODATE
Partnering with the DOE through the Better OVERALL RESULTS TO DATE
Buildings & Better Plants Initiative enables To date, more than 650 partners have
organizations to lead by example, advance collectively reported:

energy savings through collaboration and

innovation, and gain trusted, neutral insights into > $24.2 billion in cost savings

emerging technologies and energy management » 3.9 QBtu in energy savings
strategies. » 25 billion gallons of water saved
Within the Better Buildings & Better Plants » 4.4 million tons of waste diverted
Initiative, organizations can demonstrate . ]

leadership by committing to a qualifying energy > $41 billion of projects funded by

reduction goal over a 10-year period across their Financial Allies
U.S. portfolio. These partners join the Better
Buildings Challenge or the Better Plants Challenge, and commit to:

» Developing an organization-wide plan to improve energy performance and pledge an
organization-wide energy savings goal.

» Taking action by showcasing at least two energy savings solutions and participating in
Better Buildings & Better Plants Initiative offerings.

» Reporting results by sharing cost-effective approaches for saving energy and
performance data that demonstrates their success.

Demonstrating Leadership and Innovation

The Better Buildings & Better Plants Initiative offers additional partnership opportunities,
including:

» Water Savings Network: Organizations can set a water goal for all or a portion of their
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https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/challenge
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/challenge
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/better-plants
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/water-savings-network

portfolios and track progress over time. Partners receive peer-to-peer learning and
collaboration opportunities within and across market sectors, as well as national
recognition for progress in water reduction. View the Water Savings Network Overview
for more information.

» Waste Reduction Network: Organizations with a portfolio of buildings or plants they own
or manage can join by committing to a waste reduction goal and/or at least one activity
annually set in coordination with DOE. Partners receive technical assistance from DOE
to measure, track, and improve waste reduction best practices, as well as national
recognition for progress in reducing waste. View the Waste Reduction Network Fact
Sheet for more information.

» Better Buildings & Better Plants Initiative: If an organization with a portfolio of buildings
or plants prefers not to set a qualifying portfolio-wide goal, they can still join the Better
Buildings & Better Plants Initiative to connect with peers and allies across sectors, apply
for annual awards, and share solutions that spotlight achievements.

» Better Buildings & Better Plants Allies: Financial institutions, design and construction
firms, nonprofits, nongovernmental organizations, and trade associations representing or

supporting sectors covered by the Initiative
PROFILING PARTNER SUCCESS

can join the Better Buildings & Better Plants
» The Better Buildings & Better

Initiative as allies. Through this
collaboration, allies help develop high- Plants Bulletin is a newsletter that
welcomes new partners and

impact technical and market solutions that
improve energy performance. highlights new solutions,
upcoming webinars, and more.

Recognizing Leadership » The Better Buildings & Better

A cornerstone of the Better Buildings & Better
Plants Initiative is recognizing partners and allies for
their leadership and energy savings through annual
awards and valuable media opportunities. By
showcasing successful energy reduction strategies,
DOE works across sectors to demonstrate what is
possible in innovative energy savings solutions. The
annual Better Buildings & Better Plants Summit
provides an opportunity for professionals to explore
emerging technologies and share innovative
strategies in energy, water, and waste reduction.

Accelerating Change

Plants Beat Blog showcases
partner achievements, savings
strategies, programmatic
milestones, and more.

Social media posts on X
(@BetterBldgsDOE &
@BetterPlantsDOE) and LinkedIn
(Better Buildings & Better Plants)
feature new solutions, Beat Blog
posts, new partners, and more.

The Better Buildings & Better Plants Solution Center is a repository for partner solutions,
resources, and engagement opportunities. This online tool helps organizations quickly identify
proven, cost-effective energy, water, and waste reduction solutions by topic, building type,
sector, technology, location, and barrier. Users can explore more than 3,400 solutions that
demonstrate how organizations finance projects, deploy emerging technologies, build internal
expertise, engage staff and leadership, and launch site-specific and portfolio-wide initiatives.

Learn More

Visit the Better Buildings & Better Plants Solution Center to meet partners and allies, explore

solutions, and more.

For additional information about how to get involved, view the Better Buildings & Better Plants

Initiative Frequently Asked Questions.

Learn more at betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov
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