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Higher Education Sector Meet-Up
Susan Corry, University of Maryland

Jesse Warren, University of Virginia

Wendell Brase, University of California, Irvine

Moderators: Kristen Taddonio, DOE; John Jameson, ICF International

May 27, 2014



Agenda

Á10:00 Welcome & Introduction 
ÁMember Introductions

ÁSummit Sessions of Interest

ÁProgram Updates

Á10:10 Year in Review and Emerging Trends
Á University of Maryland ïSusan Corry

Á10:15 Maximizing Staff Resources
ÁUniversity of Virginia ïJesse Warren

ÁUniversity of California, Irvine ïWendell Brase

Á10:45 Roundtable Discussion and Q&A

Á11:30 Adjourn
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George Washington 

University
Milken Institute SPH Building

Sector Tour

Tour Today!
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Meet in the Lobby by 3:15



Conference Sessions of Interest

ÁWednesday
ÁHigher Education Data Benchmarking Meet-Up, 12-1:30 pm

ÁMaximizing Energy Savings in Laboratories, 1:30-3 pm

ÁGWU Building Tour, 3:15 ï5pm

ÁThursday
ÁManaging Data Centers in Multi-Use Environments, 10-11:30 am

ÁSeize the Day: Turning Building Life-Cycle Milestones into Energy 
Efficiency Opportunities, 10 ï11:30am

Á Zero Energy Buildings: Defining It and Doing It, 1:30 pm

ÁUsing Technology to Engage Tenants and Save Energy, 1:30-3 pm

ÁAchieving Continuous Improvement Through Strategic Energy 
Management, 3:30-5 pm 

ÁFriday
ÁHigh Impact Technologies Forum: Harnessing American Ingenuity 

and Innovation, 8:30am ï3pm
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About Better Buildings 

Á Better Buildings: A broad, multi-strategy initiative aiming to improve the energy use of our nationôs 

commercial, industrial, residential, and public buildings by 20% over 10 years

Á Better Buildings Challenge: A leadership initiative calling on CEOs, university presidents, building owners, 

state and local government leaders, and residential housing developers to publically pledge to reduce entire 

portfolioôs energy use

Á Better Buildings Alliance: Members address energy efficiency needs in their buildings by setting savings 

goals, developing innovative resources, and adopting cost-effective technologies and market practices.
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Better Buildings Alliance Snapshot, 2014

Membership

Number of Member Organizations 185

Square Feet Represented 10 billion

Percent of U.S. Commercial 

Buildings
11%

New Members in 2014 14

Activities

Energy Savings Activities Available 

to Members
50+

Results

Increase in Member Activity in 2014 More than 20%

Average Annual Energy 

Savings Reported
More than 2%

Better Buildings Challenge Snapshot, 2014

Membership

Number of Partners and Allies 250+

Square Feet Represented 3.5 billion

New Members in 2014 60

Solutions

Partner Solutions Available for 

Replication
160+

Results

Energy Saved (Btus) 94 trillion

Dollars Saved $840 million

Avoided C02e emissions (tons) 5.8 million

Funding Committed/Placed
$5.5 billion / 

$3 billion



Water Savings Expansion

Last year, DOE launched a Water 
Savings Pilot with 23 BBC Partners

ÁPartners reported water savings 
between 10% and 20%, against their 
baseline years

Á In 2014, total water savings of 440 
million gallons are equal to about 570 
Olympic-sized pools

ÁPartners are sharing solutions!

ÁBest practice guides for water efficiency

ÁStrengthening the business case for 
water saving projects



Water Savings Expansion

ÁBased on the success working with this group, DOE is 
expanding its water-saving efforts 

ÁOrganizations partnering in the Water Savings 
Expansion will set water efficiency goals, report progress 
and share solutions with the market

ÁParticipation is open to all partners with a complete 
energy data display and one energy-focused showcase 
project or implementation model

ÁDOE will work with other federal agencies, including EPA 
and HUD, as well as leading NGOs, to deliver greater 
water-related expertise to partners

ÁTalk to your sector lead or account manager about this 
opportunity today! 



Interior Lighting Campaign (ILC)  
High Efficiency Troffer Lighting with Controls
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Á Official launch - 2015 Better Buildings Summit

Á Recognition and awards initiative similar to LEEP 
Campaign

Á Goal to replace 100,000 standard troffers with high 
efficiency troffers by May 2016
Á Represents about 6.7 million kWh savings

Á Resources to include a specification for 2x2, 2x4, and 1x4 
troffers, utility incentives database, product lists, technical 
reports, case studies, free technical assistance. 

Á Join early!
Á Better Buildings members may join before the launch, and be 

recognized at the BB Summit as early adopters

Á PNNL can help you identify appropriate sites, and the best 
product options to meet your unique needs

Á Contact Linda Sandahl at linda.sandahl@pnnl.gov

mailto: linda.sandahl@pnnl.gov


The Higher Education Sector

Á 25 members, 264 million sq. ft. 

Á 15% of the sectorôs 1.8 billion 

square feet in the U.S. 

Á Top 3 Technology Teams: 

Á Laboratories

Á Renewables Integration

Á Lighting & Electrical

Á Key Links

Á Sector Webpage 

Á Sector Opportunities document
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Higher Education Members as a Percent of 

Market Floorspace

https://www4.eere.energy.gov/alliance/sectors/private/higher-education
https://www4.eere.energy.gov/alliance/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/DOE_BBA_Sector_Opportunities_Higher_Ed_040815_508.pdf


New Resources & Activities

Á Technology Solutions Updates

Á Interior Lighting Campaign

Á Advanced Power Strip Specification

Á Market Solutions Updates

Á 2015 Green Lease Leaders announcement today

Á Latest Implementation Models

Á Allegheny College: Campus Energy Efficiency Challenges

Á UC Irvine: Empowering Managers to Help Teams Meet Big Goals

Á University of Virginia: Delta Force

Á Annual Progress Update Reports

Á Better Buildings Alliance

Á Better Buildings Challenge

Check the Summit webpage in June for all session presentations!
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https://www4.eere.energy.gov/alliance/activities/technology-solutions-teams/lighting-electrical/interior-lighting-campaign
https://www4.eere.energy.gov/alliance/activities/technology-solutions-teams/plug-process-loads/control-strategies
http://www.greenleaseleaders.com/
https://www4.eere.energy.gov/challenge/implementation-model/allegheny-college-ceec
http://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/empowering-managers-help-teams-meet-big-goals
https://www4.eere.energy.gov/challenge/implementation-model/university-of-virginia
https://www4.eere.energy.gov/alliance/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/better-buildings-alliance-progress-update-winter-2015.pdf
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/betterbuildings/summit/


Susan Corry

University of Maryland



Better Buildings Summit

Higher Education Meet-Up

Susan Corry

Energy Manager

University of Maryland

May 27, 2015



BBA Higher Education Steering

Committee Members

¸Susan Corry, University of Maryland (Chair)

¸Bert Etheredge, ASHRAE

¸Chuck Frost, UC Berkeley

¸ Joan Kowal, Emory University

¸Kathryn Ramirez-Aguilar, CU Boulder

¸Faramarz Vakili, University of Wisconsin

¸Susan Vargas, Stanford University

¸ Jose Varona, University of Miami

¸ Jeff Wrigley, University of Utah



Sector Topics

¸Recruiting & retaining skilled staff

¸Financing energy efficiency through green 

revolving funds

¸Building benchmarking/databases by type

¸Adoption of IgCC by states

¸Retro-commissioning ïlarge & small scale

¸Campus growth



Emerging Trends in 

Energy Efficiency

¸Adoption of LED lighting as standard due to utility 

incentives and wider availability/options

¸More focus than ever before on water conservation 

and water reclamation & re-use

¸Distributed generation to increase reliability and 

redundancy (CHP, solar PV, microgrids)

¸Metrics and data driven programs

¸Continuous commissioning































http://www.virginia.edu/sustainability/
mailto:jmw4ub@virginia.edu




















http://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/empowering-managers-help-teams-meet-big-goals
http://www.abs.uci.edu/resources/sustainable.html
http://www.abs.uci.edu/resources/deptsurvey.html
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