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EPA ENERGY STAR Update, Mike Zatz
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This Year in the Commercial Sectors

Welcome, Introductions, Award Winner Recognition

Sector Breakouts & Closing 4
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Director, Building Technologies Office
U.S. Department of Energy

Mandy Mahoney



Commercial Better Buildings Team
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Hannah Debelius
BCC Technical Assistance Lead

Commercial Real Estate & Utilities Lead

Jordan Wilkerson
Hospitality Lead

Sarah Stubbs
Retail, Food Service & Grocery Lead

Bri Colon
Higher Education Lead

Nathaniel Allen
Commercial Buildings Integration

Marta Drzymala
Healthcare Lead



Welcome Partners & Allies!



Congratulations 2023 Better Project and Better Practice Award Winners!

Better Project Better Practice
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This Year in the Commercial Sectors



Congrats to Climate and Energy Goal Achievers! 

BXP
• 60% operational emissions 

reduction
• 39.2M sq. ft.

Elevance Health, Inc.
• 86% operational emissions 

reduction
• 6.5M sq. ft.

RXR
• 60% operational emissions 

reduction
• 23M sq. ft.

Columbia Association 
(second goal)
• 32% energy intensity savings
• 492,000 sq. ft.

Community College of 
Allegheny County
• 22% energy intensity savings
• 1.5M sq. ft.

Allegheny College
• 22% energy intensity savings
• 1.3M sq. ft.



Congrats to Energy and Water Goal Achievers! 

Kohl’s, Inc. (second goal)
• 30% energy savings
• 112M sq. ft.

MGM Resorts International
• 23% energy savings
• 61M sq. ft.

Morehouse College
• 31% energy savings
• 1.6M sq. ft.

Nike
• 29% energy savings
• 10M sq. ft

University of Virginia
• 27% energy savings
• 18,500 sq. ft.

Wen-GAP, LLC (a Wendy’s 
franchise)
● 22% energy savings
● 54,000 sq. ft.

CommonWealth Partners
● 26% water savings
● 9M sq. ft.

Empire State Realty Trust
• 27% water savings
• 9M sq. ft.
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Better Climate Challenge – Commercial



Technical Assistance Topic Areas



● Detailed plans are not yet in place for meeting 
GHG emissions reduction targets

● Movement from energy audits to decarb audits

● All-electric designs for new construction 
becoming more prevalent

● Growth in on-site solar installations 

● Electrification transition planning is a challenge

Top Trends We’re Finding Through Partner Interactions in BCC

Common Areas of 
Tech Assistance

● GHG Em issions 
Re d uct ion Pla nning

● Build ing  Aud its a nd  
Me a sure s

● He a t ing  Syste m  
Ele ct rifica t ion

● GHG Account ing  a nd  
Re p ort ing



GHG Emission Reduction Audits and Assessments and Onsite Renewable Energy and Storage 
Working Groups Participants



New Resources:
Primers on “Assembling an Effective Team for 
Renewable Generation and Storage Projects” & 
“Portfolio Screening and Prioritization”

GHG Emissions Reduction Audit Scope of Work 
Template

Decarbonizing Buildings Thermal Systems - a guide 
for engineers, architects, and contractors to facilitate 
the integration of decarbonized building heating 
systems

Coming 
Soon!



Commercial Building Heat Pump Accelerator

Nathaniel Allen



What is the campaign focus?
● DOE-sponsored program managed by Berkeley Lab to 

promote improved HVAC controls for small/medium 
buildings

● Applicable to all small/medium buildings with packaged 
rooftop HVAC

Join as a participant 
● Open to owners and operators of small/medium buildings 
● Participants receive free technical assistance and 

resources from Berkeley Lab
● Opportunities for recognition and peer exchange

Join the Smarter Small Buildings Campaign

SmarterSmallBuildings.lbl.gov or contact Nora Hart (norahart@lbl.gov)



Water Savings Network & Waste Reduction Network

Saving Water Reducing Waste

Activities
Data Submission I Quarterly Newsletters I Resources and Solutions I Webinars 

Peer Exchanges I Working Groups I Environmental Justice

Partners have reported more than 16 billion 
gallons of water reduction

Carlisle surpassed its 20% water intensity reduction goal by 
achieving a 28% reduction since 2019

Partners have diverted more than 1.8 million 
tons of waste from landfills

General Motors surpassed its 90% waste diversion goal by 
achieving a 91% diversion rate since 2019



A site-wide refresh of 12,000+ pages, with improved 
navigation, functionality, and design for an enhanced user 
experience

New Features include:
• Updated, streamlined main menu navigation

• Upgraded interactive data displays to better showcase 
our partners’ progress

• A powerful, enhanced search platform to more 
effectively filter 3,000+ solutions to discover the most 
relevant solutions, technologies, and strategies for your 
organization

• Additions to the homepage that showcase the $32 
billion impact of the Better Buildings Initiative

• Updated, streamlined Decarbonization Hub with 5 new 
focus area pages defining different strategies and 
relevant solutions: Emissions Reduction Planning 
(ERP), Energy Efficiency, Renewables and Low Carbon 
Fuels, Electrification, and Carbon Capture, Utilization, 
and Storage

Better Buildings Solution Center has been UPGRADED
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Betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov



Commercial Sector Happenings on the Solution Center

New Implementation Models
• Pace University: Coordinated Energy Management Strategy
• Wyndham Hotels & Resorts: Wyndham Green Program
• Smart Labs Program at the University of Virginia 
• MGM Resorts’ Landscaping and Irrigation Methods to Reduce Water Consumption

New Showcase Projects
• Neema Hospitality Water Conservation Program
• MGM Resorts’ 100-MW Solar Array: Climate Action Through Solar Farming
• Loews Miami Beach Hotel Laundry Efficiency

New Solutions-at-a-Glance
• Allina Health: Climate Risk Assessments
• Credit Human Making Large Strides with Waste Management 
• LBA Realty: A Comprehensive, Building-Level Approach to Reducing Energy and 

Emissions
• Paramount Pictures: Implementation of Smart Flooring System
• Whole Foods: Alternative Refrigerants and Energy Efficient HVAC Systems | Better 

Buildings Initiative 

New Case Studies
● Marriott Infrastructure Resilience & Adaptation (MIRA) Program

https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/pace-university-coordinated-energy-management-strategy
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/wyndham-hotels-and-resorts-wyndham-green-program
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/smart-labs-program-university-virginia
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/mgm-resorts-landscaping-and-irrigation-methods-reduce-water-consumption
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/showcase-projects/neema-hospitality-water-conservation-program
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/showcase-projects/mgm-resorts-100-megawatt-solar-array-climate-action-through-solar-farming
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/showcase-projects/loews-miami-beach-hotel-laundry-efficiency-0
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/allina-health-climate-risk-vulnerability-assessments
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/allina-health-climate-risk-vulnerability-assessments
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/implementation-models/credit-human-making-large-strides-waste-management
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/solutions-at-a-glance/lba-realty-a-comprehensive-building-level-approach-reducing-energy-and
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/solutions-at-a-glance/lba-realty-a-comprehensive-building-level-approach-reducing-energy-and
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/solutions-at-a-glance/paramount-pictures-implementation-smart-flooring-system
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/solutions-at-a-glance/whole-foods-alternative-refrigerants-and-energy-efficient-hvac-systems
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/solutions-at-a-glance/whole-foods-alternative-refrigerants-and-energy-efficient-hvac-systems
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/Marriott_CaseStudy.pdf
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EPA ENERGY STAR Updates

Mike Zatz, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



ENERGY STAR Build ings Update
U.S. Environm enta l Protection  Agency
April 2024





ENERGY STAR NextGen  Crite ria

Efficie n cy 
ENERGY STAR 
certifica tion

Renewable Energy
Procure 30% of energy 
from renewable sources

Emissions
Meet target for onsite 

GHG emissions 
(adjusted for building 

type and location)

Launch ing Septem ber 2024 - Follow progress and  ge t upda tes a t 
www.energysta r.gov/nextgenbu ild ings 

http://www.energystar.gov/nextgenbuildings


Build ing 
owner/m anager-
cen tric cam paign  
where  EPA assists 
owners/m anagers 
in  m aking the  case  
to  decision  m akers 

on  the  need  for 
whole -bu ild ing 

ene rgy da ta .

Whole -Build ing Energy Data  
Cam paign



ENERGY STAR Portfolio  Manager® 
Upgrade

• Largest upgrade  in  over a  decade  – supported  by funding 
from  the  In fla tion  Reduction  Act of 2022.

• User-Driven
• 6-Month  e ffort to  ga the r stakeholder inpu t.
• Listen ing sessions with  key groups (ENERGY STAR Award  Winners, 

Rea l Esta te  Roundtab le , BOMA, NAREIT, ULI, AHLA, loca l/sta te  
policym akers, e tc.).

• Open  ca ll for inpu t from  a ll use rs via  webform .
• Enhancem ents ro lling ou t sta rting in  2024 and  con tinu ing for 

seve ra l years. 2024 Enhancem ents include :
• Green  power tracking (RECs)
• Em issions tab
• Spanish  language  capability27



Ove rvie w of P ropos e d/Envis ione d Enhance m e nt s
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Enhancement Category Enhancement Item

Emissions Tracking

Use  of custom  em issions factors/forecasting em issions

Refrige ran t tracking

Green  Power tracking

Benchmarking and Building 
Performance Standards (BPS): 

Enhancements for Building Owners

Build ing system /equipm ent tracking

Tracking progress aga inst Build ing Pe rform ance  Standards

Tracking com pliance  with  benchm arking/BPS Laws

New BPS-specific ca lcu la tions

Portfolio Manager User Interface 
Refresh

Storing additional information on energy and water meters

Expanding goal-setting/tracking functionality

Updates to reporting

Additional Items
Additional functionality for program/policy administrators, Portfolio Manager “Lite” interface, 
Spanish interface and user support, updates to property sharing process

Other enhancements yet to be identified through stakeholder engagement



Mike  Za tz
Chie f, ENERGY STAR Com m ercia l Build ings Branch
U.S. Environm enta l Protection  Agency
za tz.m ichae l@epa .gov
+1-202-343-9152

Hom epage  - www.energysta r.gov/bu ild ings
Portfo lio  Manager - www.energysta r.gov/benchm ark
Tra in ing - www.energysta r.gov/bu ild ingstra in ing
Help  - www.energysta r.gov/bu ild ingshe lp

http://www.energystar.gov/buildings
http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark
http://www.energystar.gov/buildingstraining
http://www.energystar.gov/buildingshelp


Your Feedback is Important to Us

Use the 2024 Summit mobile app to:
▶ Find sessions by track
▶ Build your personal schedule
▶ Network with attendees
▶ Learn about speakers
▶ Provide feedback on the Summit

Download Whova from the App Store or Google Play and 
search for the event "Better Buildings Summit"
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Sector Breakouts
(if you are a Better Project/Practice Award 

Winner, please stay for a brief photo)



Sector Breakout Rooms – please follow your sector teams!

• Commercial Real 
Estate and Utilities to 
stay in Senate for 
breakout discussion

• Healthcare and Higher 
Education to move to 
breakout room Statler

• Hospitality and Retail, 
Food Service & 
Grocery to move to 
breakout room Pan 
American

32

YOU ARE 
HERE
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